
CONGRESS.
Thursday, January 2, 1851.

IN SENATE.
Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Committee on Mili¬

tary Affair*, to which waa referred the report of the Secretary
of War enclosing a copy of the proceeding* of the couit-
martial in (he caae of William Hanniver, and the memorial
of the citizena of Portsmouth, New Hampshire, aaking a re¬
vision and modification of the military code of the United
States, submitted an elaborate report, which was ordered to
be printed, cloaing with asking to be discharged from the
further consideration of the report and petition, which waa

agreed to.
Ob motion by Mr. DAVIS, ordered that the memorial and

accompanying papera be printed.
BILLS ON LEAVE.

Mr. GWIN, in purauance of notice, aaked and obtained
leave to introduce a bill to provide for the aurvey of the pub¬
lic lands in California, the granting of donation privileges
therein, and for other purposes ; which waa read a first and
second time by it* title, and referred to the Committee on
Public Land*.

Mr. BERRIEN, in pursuance of notice, asked and obtain¬
ed leave to introduce a bill to amend an act entitled " An act
ta authorize notaries public to take and certify oaths, affirma¬
tions, and acknowledgments in certain ceres; which wa*
read a first and second time by ita title, and referred to the
Committee on the Judiciaty.

FORTIFICATION OF SHIP ISLAND.
Tee bill to provide for the fortification of Ship Island, off

the coa»t of Miaaiasippi, was read a aecond time, and the Se¬
nate proceeded to conaider it a* in Committee of the NV hole.
The bill propoaea to appropriate $30,000 for the fortifica¬

tion of Ship Island.
The bill was reported to the Senate without amendment,

and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading.
CALIFORNIA LAND TITLES.

On motion of Mr. GWIN, the Senate resemed the con-
lideration of the " bill to ascertain and aettle the private land
claims in the State of California " the pending question be¬
ing on the substitute offered by Mr. Gwis.

Mr. GWIN. Mr. President, I will state briefly my reasons
for proposing this amendment. In the first place, the act^ ''t
the 23d May, 1828, revives the act of the 26th May, 1824,
passed in reference to land claims in Missouri and Arkansas.
This bill provides, in the seventh section, that the Supreme
Court, in acting on cases taken to that tribunal, shall he go¬
verned by the principles of the act of 16th May, 1824, so

far as they are applicable. I wish also the action of the
commissioners and the District Court, as well as the Su¬
preme Court, to be in accordance with the principles of this
act, *o far as they are applicable. But then another im¬
portant provision is the act of 23d May, 1828, which I wish
to have revived and enforced before the Board of Commis¬
sioner* and District Courts, in part repealing portion* of the
act of 28th May, 1824, and al*o extending the power con¬
ferred by it. These provisions are contained in sections
eight, nine, and eleven of the law. Section eight repea's
the onerous provisions of the law of 1824, which required
the claimant to pav the costs of appeal when the decision given
was in his favor; afso, that portion ofthe l»wa requiring ..claim¬
ants to make adverse claimants parties toB their suits, or to
show the court what adverse claimants there may be to the
land claims of the United States." Section nine limits the
appeal to claims that exceed a league square, unless the At¬
torney General thiuks the decision of the court below to be erro¬

neous. Section eleven makes it lawful for the President to em¬

ploy assistant counsel, if in his opinion the public interest shall
require it. This I consider a very necessary provision of
this bill, when we take into consideration the immense
amouat in issue in some of the claims that we know will be
contested. The ablest counsel in America will be employed
by the claimant, and the district attorney may find it impos¬
sible to do justice to the interests of the United States in
these cases, and perform the other indispensable duties of his
office. It is a discretionary power given to the Preiident,
and he will be responsible if be exercises it without necessity,
thus inc:ea*ing the public expense.

Mr. BENTON. Mr. President, I propose to offer nn

amendment to the bill which has been presented by the Sen¬
ator from California, which is, to stnke out the whole of
that bill, and substitute a totally different system. Of my
intention to do ^his I gave notice at the last session. I then
also stated to 'the Senate that since the marvellous times
when Great Britain was conquered by William the Con¬
queror, and when all the lands of the country were considered
as belonging to the conquerors, and especially in the age
in which we live, there never had been an instance of a

cojntry, conquered by arms or ceded by authority, in which
the land titles of the whole country were arraigned in a mass,
making the whole invalid until proved to be good. I stated
that to be a principle unknown in the civilized world at this
day. And I then stated that I regretted it; and I stated my
regret that the gentlemen from California who have brought
this bill, should have felt themselves so far influenced by
what was being done in the cases of Louisiana and Florida
as to conform to the idea of bringing in a board of commis¬
sioners, and afterwards a commiaaioner, before whom all the
titles of the country are to be arraigned, and to be held in¬
valid, and to continue to be held invalid until they run the
gauntlet of three different lawsuits ; for the gauntlet is to be
run, and, in every case and every time, before a tribunal ap¬
pointed by the United States Government itself, which the
other party have not the right even to object to, which they
would have in a trial at law.

I took occasion then to briog before the Senate this casff
and I stated that such a principle as that applied to California
or New Mexico would be perfectly equivalent to a general
confiscation of landed property in the country, and that of the
two it would be more merciful at once to pass an act of gene¬
ral confiscation, bo as to permit the people to go to work in
some other way to obtain land, and to save the expenses,
anxieties, and, I believe I may say, the horrors of going
through three lawsuits for their property, and one of these
lawsuits three thousand miles from where they live. I brought
before the Senate and the country as strongly as I could at
the last session, and at la*t conquered in that one of the plans
wh ch was laid before the Senate, which undertook to make
the first decision in favor of the claimant valid against' the
United States. I thought myself that it was but a small
matter when the United 8tates have brought up claimants
before a board of ita own constituting, men appointed by
themselves and paid by themselves, and when this board had
given a decision in favor of a claimant that it should stand.
But the substitute which is before us goes the whole length
of running the gauntlet of all three trials. And what must
be the result > It must be that the claimant, except in some
great cases, and cases in which probably some American is
airaigned.so much are the French and Spanish afraid of law¬
suits.that the parties will surrender their claims rather than
undertake to pursue them through three lawsuit*. I have
deemed it particularly hard to apply these principles to ar:y
people, and especially to the people of California, who were

induced by the most liberal asaistance on the part of the
Crown of Spain to go there end accept these lands as a

gracious gift. The people were induced to go there, sir, and
accept these lands as a gracious gift ; they were offered great
inducements to accept of them. Tbey received assistance
from the Crown of Spain, or from the Government, in taking
possession of the lands, and cultivating them, besides direct
a d; and afterwards they were exempted from contributions for
a certain number of years, and military stations.pr»*idia, as

they vf called.prrttidia in the Latin.were established for
the purp-we of protecting the settlers in their rights.
Now, sir, these people, alter having been induced to ac¬

cept th-se land* as a gracious gift, after having been paid to
accept theii, and being exempt from contributions for several
years, in the course of events fall under the dominion of the
United States incontinently, and at the same moment when
we with two stroke* of the pen pas* off 95,000,000 of acre*
of public land.call it a hundred millions.equal to four State*
as large as the State of Ohio, all gone in two acts.at this mo¬
ment these threefold trials are to be brought against the peopleof California, to take away the land* which they were in¬
duced to accept from the Crewn of Spain.Sir, the Crown of Spain was a despotism, but there are
stme respects in which it wa* the kindest and most paternalof Governments, and one of these was in giving land to everycitizen according to hi* pursuit and station in life. If he was
in a lown or village he received a portion of land of a certain
number of varas square.a vara is a little more than a yard,
or three geometrical feet.and they gave him an outlet in the
common. That was for an inhabitant of a village or pueblo.
After that, they gave to farmer* to inundate arid to cultivate
land* which were proper for cultivation, taking care that ihey
should have land, if there were such, which was cultiva¬
ble and fit for cultivation by rain which fell upon it
Other* cultivated by irrigation, and where water was neces¬

sary the wa'er we* divided so that every one should have hi*
proportion. The*- Unds weie called irrigable lands, and
'.he o'her* which were watered by raio were called a temporal.
Beside* that, 'bey gave ranchot, consisting of large districts,
but nor quite as large as were formerly given in these colonies,
not quite as large as Maryland gave to Lord Calvert, or

Pennsylvania g*'« to William Penn ; but what seems t.» be
large c mparwJ to our forty-acre granU. They gave lands,
4ir and it is curious that there were more minimum* than
maximum*. It w.s more f-eqvnt that the grant declared
that the grant should not be less than it should not be more;
and under tf»e limitation of more, the ordinary grant for the
pur; <>.»-* of raising st*k or for a rancho, was eleven ndeo.
A eid>/> was Usague aqua*e, and this was the maximum

which a c <krral or local authority could gVant.
The Spanish Crown throughout Texs* and every where

el#e, tw«id»s ad th'*» iodooernenW to get settler*, had a claa*
/>; M-t'lements »o t» by what the Spanish law calls an

tmprnwv,, wbtrb may t« "aosla ed contractor, and this
< x. raouir was to receive a Is'ge r^npensa'ion in land for
procuring persons to ct»me er<d a»ttla on ti<e land. Lsually a

Urge district *u ipprapiiatod to the contractor, oat of which
h« wn to grant to much to every settler, and then he wu
to have five tideoe, five tracla of oh league square, for ever;
hundred families that he could get to settle upon ,the land.
80 anxious was the 8paniah Government to forward the set¬
tlement, that, so far from selling the land to the settler, it was
not only given to him, bat be was induced to take it bj helps
given to the poor in the way of exemption from tithes to the
church, as well as from contributions for a certain number af
years; and then, after all, there would be a claas of contrac¬
tors employed to get people to go and settle there, paying
them at the rate of five leagues square for every hundred
families procured to settle upon the land.
Now, sir, when we have got possession of such a people

as thi», how atrange it is to find ourselves arraigning at once
every title, holding every title to be a fraud against the
United States, until these parties ahall prove in three different
courts, and one of them the Supreme Court of the United
States, that they were not frauds against the United Slates.

Mr. President, when was California settle«l' About the
time of the commencement of our revolution. I speak of
Upper California, not the peninsula, which waa settled long
before that day. But I s,>eak of that California which is
now oura. It waa settled contemporaneously with the break¬
ing out of our revolution, about contemporaneously with the
ae'.tlement of Kentucky. Now suppose a case which might
be analogous: suppose Kentucky had either just now been
'scquired by us by cesrhn, or that she bail joined us as Texas
did, or that she had been ceded to us by some foreign Power.
In either esse suppose any Power should undertake to enforcc
upon Kentucky wbat we now proposw to undertake to enforc
upon California, requiring every citizen to go before a tribunal
and make good bis title to his land, and then go before an-
other tribunal and make it good there, and after that make
him come before the Supreme Court of the United States,
and if he did not make it good in all three cases, take away
his land and give it to the public. Suppose we undertake to
do such a thing as that in Kentucky. Sir, we would have a

revolt in which the men of Kentucky would quit these
United States. That is what we would have. Yes, sir, they
would quit the United States, the whole ofthem. I say then,
sir, that such a system as this cannot bn carried out, exrept
it is against a feeble people, too feeble to resist; such as may
be unable to resist ttie power of those who want their sub¬
stance and may be crushed by the Government. It cannot
be done with respect to any other people than those thus
situated.
The question comes up for the United 8ta»es to decide,

whether or not they will undertake to go against the intereats
of the people of California in that way. There may be a hun-
dred thousand people there for aughi I know, who want the
lands of the few, and they may outnumber them. The
United States is strong enough to crush every man within the '

State of California, and that people cannot help themselves. !
The only resource which they have is that which I have seen
too many have recourse to in the 8tate of Missouri, when
harassed by such boards as the United States have established; '

boards who pay court to the Federal Government, ensuring 1

their own promotion by raising the cry of frauds against the J
United States in grants made before the United States were

born. That is what we have seen there. Sir, the question (

has to come up, aud I mean to make it before the American 1

people, whether or not they are to be served in that way. I 1

do not care how few they are who have claims now, or how
many they are who want their property ; I for one mean to
make a stand for them, and not put them to the resource of 1

flying for new grants of land from Spain, as I have seen them 1

do, with curses and execrations upon the American Govern- 8

ment, telling them to take the land which the King of Spain j
had given. I want to see whether the United States is going '

to sustain (hem. I mean to bring up the question, that it may 1

be fully and entirely settled. Mr. President, I say that no {

people, unless they are'entirely too weak to fight, would sub- '

mit to what we propose, and some who have been too weak to '

fight have revolted under such circumstances; nay, under a 1

slight snspicion that such things were to be forced upon them. '

Sir, the moat terrible revolt ever seen in the annals of the hu- (

man race, perhaps, was that which occurred in October, 1779, '

in the city of Cairo, a revolt against the power of the French. 1

That was a revolt which raged during four days, when the !
French were assailed in their houses, many of whom were

killed, and which required the artillery force of the greatest
general in Europe to quell it. What did it come from ? It 1

came from merely a request to the people to give in a liat of j
their tides in order that they might be registered. This was
in consequence of an intention on the part of one of the great-
est generals and greatest statesmen to elevate them, by causing
the titles to be registered for the purpose of raising them to
the tenure and dignity of the feudal tenure in English, which
would be an advantage to the landholders of Egypt; for at |
that time they held tbem not by a feudal tenure only, to be
forfeited by treason to the sovereign, but thry held them at
the mere will and pleasure of the sovereign, who reclaimed 1

them when he pleased without assigning any reason. The j
design of the intendant, who was an able man, was to raise
the dignity of these titles to that of the feudal tenure, so that
they could be forfeited only for treason. He who was the
greatest statesman as well as the greatest general hesitated a

long lime before he consented. He went to his intendant,
stating to him how difficult it would be to touch the tides,and
saying that there was no knowing to what dejjre* the cmntry
might be exci'ed and alarrtied, by merely a.-k ng f >r a register
of their titles, without benefiting th» mse!v. s Every thing
turned out as that man feared. The |>eop e licked up >n that
call to register their titles as worse than taxation. The great¬
est revolt ever known sprung out of that, and by une single
city. The great Emperor might have extermina'ed them,
but he pitied them, and gave peace, and did not put one sin-
gle individal to death ; for he knew they were alarmed to the
deepest extent, and he knew there was an excuse for them,
and that they had suffered enough without putting any of
them to dea h. Now, if the people of Cairo were in Califor-
nia, and if we proposed to register their titles even, it might '

bring on a revolt; but the people of California may not revolt.
They are but a few ; their resource will be to fly from the
country, and that will be done. 1

Mr. President, what must be the effect on the people of
Calif >rnia when the news of such a thing has arrived among ]tbem } What must be the effect upon the people who have '

been some three generations in possession of their land, when '
they find they have to run the gauntlet of three lawsuits, and '

have the greatest lawyers employed against them, as many as 4

the wealth of the United States can engage to try them be- J
fore American tribunals ? What can be their feelings, ex- J
cept that their whole property is to bo immolated ? All they *

have to do is to give it up at once, for nothing would remain *

to them but disturbance, discouragement, and despair, 1

throughout all that part ofCalifornia which we have acquired. 1

We are strong enough to crush them at once. Shall we do '
so 1 We are strong enough to make them fly. Shall we do '
so ? That is the question. I
We have presented to our minds, in some of the public '

prints, the idea of possessions in the hands of private per- 1

sons in California worth million!, thousands of millions. '

When these hundreds and thousands of millions come to be 1

weighed and measured, I apprehend they will be found to be '

but a poor remnant of these immense sums. '

I intended, as I gave notice at the last session that I should 1
do it, to bring forward some plan different from all that have '
been proposed. There was then passing through my mind a 1

plan which I have drawn up, and which I think has some

system in if, some equity in it, and which, if it can be pro- 1

perly explained to the people of the country, will save them *

from that alarm, agitation, and despair, into which all people '

must be thrown upon the apprehension of having their pro- J
perty taken from them. Let any one of us be informed that
a hole has been picked fn the title by which we hold our pro- 1

perty at home ; that we are to have a lawsuit to test our title.
Every one thus situated would quit his station here in this
chamber, and go home at once to attend to it; and he would !
not rest until his title was made secure. But here we are

going to strike a whole Province, a people who Fpeak a dif-
ferent language, a people of a different religion, and lately
brought under our dominion by the power of the sword.
To prevent this I have brought forward a p'an which has

some system. The first feature of the plan is to collect the
evidence upon which the {claims rest; and for that purpose
to appoint a recorder of land titles, who, upon due notice,
and by going to every part of the country, shall call upon the
people to give the evidence of all their titles, giving him the
original papera for the purpose of taking a copy of them, which
he shall record. After he has thus got copies of all the titles
collected, which may be done perhaps in a single season, be
is to make out an abstract and send it hereto the Government
of the United 8tates, for the Government to examine and as¬

certain the title to every claim. Then, in conjunction with
thediatrict attorney, be is to examine over all these claims,
and in cases where he shall conclude the titles are invalid lor

any cause, no matter what, the recorder of land titles and
district attorney shall cause a scire faciaa to be itsued against
the party whose title ahall be impeached, and he shall be re¬

quired to come into court and give reasons why it shall not
be cancelled. In that way the impeachment of titles will be
confined to casea in which two officers shall decide that there
are some reasons for questioning their validity. The plan
proceeds to secure to those wh° occupied certain classes of

j pro|>erty in small parcels in the possession of it at once, with-
out being subjected to the chances of a scire faciasagainst them,
In the first :settlement of California, by a special decree of
the captain general of the internal western provinces of Mex¬
ico, four leagues square were given to the inhabitants of the
towns for their lots. These four leagues belong to them
thus measured.two leagues every way. My bill providea
that these four leagues shall be confirmed to these people
without bringing each one of them to fight for his little lot,
for so many roros, so many yards square.
My lull provides that, upon the trial of this scire facias, if

the decision goes in lavor of the claimant, it aball be eonclu-
sive against the 1,'nited States in all cases but ooe. There is
one single case in which it is not to be conclusive by my
bill, ar>d in which there may W an appeal to the 8upreme
Court of the United States.

Whatever I have done upon this subject I barvs done dls-
nterestedly.acting, as I believe, justly towards a people

j who cannot help themselves. In whatever Mr. FaanoiiT
I has done he has been disinterested.acting in a manner

which he thought »u juai to the people of the country which
we have acquired ; sod it is not his intention, nor ia it my
intention, that there shall be any pretext for impeaching hia
dismteredness or mine. My bill therefore provides (or an

appeal to the Supreme Court o! the United States in every
caee where the deciaion ia againat the claimant. I now ofler
my amendment, and aak that it may be printed.
The motion to print waa agreed to.
Mr. OWIN. Mr. Preeident, when I called up tbia bill a

lew daya ago, the Senator from Miaeouii (Mr. Bistoi) ia
reported to have made the following statement.
" Upon looking into the amendment, I believe that when

the time come, that there is a full Senate.for the bill requires
a ful Senate to attend to it-I shall be able to thow that the
eff«xt of the bill will be to violate our treaty with Mexico 5 to
violate the law of nations; to violate the proclamation of Com.
Stockton ; to violate the capitulation at Monterey ; and the
efc®' ? 11 *

.
10 despoil 'he old inhabitant* of California

of their lands."
The Senator in hia apeech to-day haa proceeded to substan-

tiate theae charge* against the bill, with what success I will
leave to the Senate and the country to decide af:er the discus-
aion closes.

Before proceeding to reply to the Senator's remark*, I wish
to call the attention of the Senate to the peraonal bearing of
the charge* brought againat the bill by the Senator in the ex-
tract I have read. The amendment to my colleague'* (Mr.
rHixojTi) bill, adopted by the Senate in Committee of the
Whole, and now before ua for our action, was presented by
me after full consultation with my colleague* in the other
houae, (Meaar*. Gilbert and W«joht.) It therefore
preaent* the views of the delegation from California, except
my colleague, (Mr. Fkkmokt,) and for the principle* it em-
bodtea we are responsible to our conatituenta and tothe coun¬

try. It may be proper to remark, that prior to our election
my colleagues (Messis. Wright and Gilbibt) and myself
dec'ared our opinions in favor of this mode of aettling private
land claims in California, and especially that important provi¬
sion granting both the claimant and the United States the
right of appeal for final adjudication to the Supreme Court of
the I nited Slates. These were our opinion* op. nly and bold¬
ly avowed before we were elected. What was the opinion
ot my colleague (Mr. Fhkmo.it) before his election, maybe
interred by the following extract from a I etter addressed by
him to his personal and political friend, Major Jacob R. Sny¬
der, which waa freely circulated among the member* of the
Legislature and through the country, before the Senatorial
election took place : I

I regard the claim to the Mariposa in the same light as
any other vested right. It was a purchase &irly ma«Je, and I
have always supposed that at some future time the validity of
the claim would be settled by the proper courts, and I am
latisfied to await that decision, whether it be favorable or
stherwise, and ia the mean time leave the gold, as it is now
ree to all who have the industi7 to collect it."

'

There were a number of candidates for the 8enate and House
>f Representatives, every one of whom, so far as I know, was
n favor of the principle of leaving the final adjudication of pri¬
vate land claims in that country to the Supreme Court of the
Jnit» d States. There may have been some difference of
ipinion as to the preliminary proceedings, whether they
ihould take place before a board of commissioners or the dis-
rict courts, but none, so far as I know or believe, a* to the
rtbunal where they were to be finally acted on.

I have made this statement, Mr. President, to show that
he indictment filed by the Senator from Missouri (Mr. Be*.
ron ) againat this bill covers broad ground in California, and
irraigns nearly all, if not every man in the State, who aspired
o a seat in Congress on the organization of the State
Jovernment. And sir, I go further, and say, so far as

ny knowledge extends, the landholders of that country desire
his mode of giving them a final and speedy adjustment of
fieir claims. There may be exceptions, but I have not met
with them, and I freely canvassed the State to ascertain as far
is 1 could the opinions of those interested in the subject. One
if the largest landholders in California, and probably as

leeply interested in a pecuniary point of view in these land
:laims as any man in the 8tate, has had frequent interviews
with me since I biought this bill befo the Senate, and haa
Jeclared his unequivocal preference for oyer that of my col¬
league. I made some immaterial amendments to the bill at
ins suggestion, and no man more anxiously desiies its pas-
wge than he does. He says, what every man who knows any
thing of public sentiment in California must say, that no
board of commissioners whose decisions in favor of land
claimants in that country would be final, could command pub¬
lic confidence, no matter how distinguished it* members
may be for learning, talents, and integrity. It would be im¬
possible for the decisions of such a tribunal, if favorable to
the large contested claims, to be carried into effect without
bloodshed. There is not power enough in this Government
to enforce such decisions in that country. Sir, the Sen¬
ior says this bill " despoils the old inhabitants of California
of their lands. By whom is this charge made > Bv a
Senator representing a State far removed from California who
is in no way responsible tc the people of that State for his
acts. And against whom is brought this heavy charge of
despoiling a portion of the people of that Stats of their land* >
I he entire delegation from California in the other Home and
one of her representatives here. Sir, I do not process to be
very famdier with the history of parliamentary proceedings
in (his1 body, but I venture to say that never before in the his¬
tory of the Government has the delegation from a State been
thus charged by a member of either House of Congress with a
breach of treaty obligations and the law of nation*, the result
or which was the despoiling of a portion of their constituents
of their property. This will be the commencement of a new
era in our Congressional history, and hereafter it will be the
practice, if this precedent i* adopted, f r Congressional delega¬
tions to be arraigned by those representing other portions of
he Confederacy, and charged with the gravest offences against
their own constituents. Membera of Congress have been
accused of asking for their constituents more than Congress
thought them entitled to, but this ia the first instance within
my knowledge that they have been charged with despoiling
then-constituents to enrich the General Government.
The position of the delegation from a new State is at all

times delicate, and their duties arduous. They, if any mcrfi-
aers of Congress, are entitled to have extended to them the
{onerous confidence of their associates. Forced by the neces-
rities of their State to bring forward many and important mea-
lures, the passage of which are essential to the prosperity of
heir constituents, and subjected to be assailed at home by
ealous rivals and persons whose private interests may clash
vith the legislation for the benefit of the State at large: charged
vith doing tx> little ,by seme, and too much by others; and
10 matter how pure their motives, falsely assailed by base and
inscrupulous calumniator#, with legislating for their own bene-
it, a member of Congress from a State just admitted into the
nion has to pass through an ordeal that no man can ap.

3 reel ate until he tries it. I do not wish to be understood as

iomplaining of the charges made Against my colleagues and
nyself by the Senator from Missouri. I am prepared to meet

ute tf)em. I am not here the representative of anv

leparate portion of the people of California.the land owners
ir those who have no land. I represent the State as a whole'
ind I intend, to the best of my ability, to do justice to every
portion of my constituents. The land claimants shall have
ull and ample justice at my hands. They shall have, so far
is it is in my power to give it to them, the full benefit of the
reaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, and the usagea and customs of
he Uovernments by whom these claims were granted. Like
Jther citizens of our country, they must abide by the decisions
3 our judicial tribunals, and if their claims are founded in
lustice they have nothing to fear.

I shall now proceed to examine the arguments of the Sen-
f.m Missouri, and ask of the Senate an impartial deci-
rZn a\To mo8t °f us who have turned our at-

m^°n,k° L ® 8U 0f ,and ti,Ie* in California, the argu-

Kt ih" fi6?!'0' uS I"*1 ***** *Ie <lai,e baft"- This
is not the first time he has used them here. Near three years

lion ?nTrn ?!!!,0f a[*ument "a. used by him in opposi-
P«hl r T '"tr^uced by the chairman of the Committee on

iSn Sl!" 6 IaS/ 8e,9ion he stopped in the

aciionmrrlnf A*' 4 argument by the hour of
paH,pon,'d the Of tbebUl to settle

for the wan't of n'HZ?00' CaWornU WM ,off,jrin8

discha^^nf'hi/T'? MlW0U'¦' no douht from . conscientious
obstacles in tha

* ,n °P'n'on» interposed more

anv or everv th** r
'*nd 'n California than

Zl 0lher .ember of e,,her House of Congress. He
BV!ry ^ lhat h" heretofore hoen brought before

Itn^and ^Sn !f h? had« bis great expe-

perfecting the 1 ill'f " ago, aided in
perfecting the bill from the Committee on the Public Lands,
rXtpS \ztb hisfirdcnunci"-. if
claimXoSThL i ^ 'f Tc of ,he California land

Will Z ih.hr T", f',C n0W' and that ,h« 8en',e

","'y t,on» >h» lime forlh

oc»rtitoents*',*I h ,n,er,fi1on ,0 «'ther them or their
constituents. I have made no *uch charges. I happen
know ,hii . HhPe,n 10 bWn htn ,on« enough to

penwnal I h^e tlT !° ^ COnduc,ed ^uhom being
Cl to know T* en0U8h 10 know »bat, and

HZ COndr 1 deU,e wi,hout running
I sDoke^>f the rharari

' ",ei ,re personalities.

'J'
rn id State* I 7 fer? ,n the Court of the
I iited States. I spoke of th.t at the last .ession, and ex-

prMM) my regret th* the Ration from California, inchid-
ing Mr. Fiuiuit, ahould hare fait it to be their duty to

10 **w *. United State., J to
think of having a board of commisMonera. and I rMmi«l

and to be held invalid untd titled by a trial. Bat before I

th^Trhl"^1^ L-h#U make °ut *»' -* . Wll ..
»bk la, a. I have before Mid, tmnUmount to a general confis¬
cation of «Jn»nded property in California ; that in e&ct it is

.^LEE HP!**"'- . ^Ltlon ofZ law.
of nations ? ¦ violation of the proclamation issued by the
Amencan commander, in California, a violation of the capitu-

£t!o£oThT^ mUl C°°m*DdBr" in California, a vio-

which they are
* a'S%^r.7£EL£ ofV°SZ 5

of the Supreme Court of the United States < and it is no c^'
sol.tion to toll the- people that by bringing their claT.
through three deferent trial., and coming^h.re to Ihe U.
ted State* Government, they mav at last o*t Bk.> k,

never to have been, diatorbed. I expect to make thrall
good, and to give chapter and vera, for every thing a. I go
along. I do not auppoae that any thing which ILy will of itaflf
weigh much m the mind, of Senator. , but when I prejt
Thin. -K ? I !Ctj 1 eXpect h wi" "ceive attention.
I bat m what I propose to do at a proper time.
Now, with respect to thi. letter of Mr. Fremont, it applie.

to one of the recent grant, made in 1844, I believe, and not
accompanied by pobscssion at the time the grant wu made

tlL'1? exemP"ot> ffo«a potion wu made on account of
the danger*, and llieae not imaginary; for aix men »«r«

killed during the first year that Mr. pfemontSJ2TS
Now, a. this grant to Mr. Fremont seemed destined to make
so large a figure, I must be permitted to My that he bad no
more to do with the selection of it or with ita purchase than
you, sir. He had an agent, now in this country, and ner-

tt1^ !V wbo maJe lhe purchaae for him. Tht
I nited 8uies Consul, Mr. Larkiil, was requested to buy him
a rancho, expecting, I believe, it would be got from the north¬
west of the bay of San Fransiaco. But, failing in that, Mr.
Larkin bought this lot. This is a statement of the facta in
the case ; and thi. letter which haa been read applies to his
own grants, which were the last which the local authorise,
were empowred to make. His grant happena to have
came from the Governor-General of California, Micheltoreno
the laat one ever sent out from the Central Government, and
whom the people expelled from the Government in that revo¬
lution which brought the people themselve. into the dos-
session.

This grant was made by that officer. Thi. large grant
upon one end of which there ha. been since found some gold!
is to make the great figure, and to pass through all the news-
papers, a. a case of stupendous speculation ; and not only
that, but what he said with regard to hi. own property.a
large grant, and a recent one. And he, an American, who
has some knowledge of the right, themselves is to be brought
up, and what he Mid with respect to hi. own property is to
be brought up a. a reason why the people of California .hall
be dragged through three^uiUat law, and brought here to the
Supreme Court of the United Slates in order to defend the

wh,cf? 1418 K|0S of Spain induced them and paid them
to accept three quarter, of a centu.y ago. This is a strange
condition of things one which he never thought would occur.
But I am willing that what Mr. Fremont ha. written .hill be
read, and every thing else that Mr. Fremont ha. written or
said, but I am not willing that any thing else than what he
has said or done shall be read as coming from him.

With them few remarks, to correct the statement, made by.
the Senator from California, I wish to state that I make no
charges against him nor against any body. I understand the
decorum of thu body and of my place, and I would not do it
even it I thought it. Let him know that while I make no
charge, against him or hi. colleague, in the other branch of
Congress, 1 deny the effects of his measure out and out, and
1 say that I spoke against the etfcct of hi. measure, and I
expect to make good what I My against the effect of his
measure when the proper time shall come.

Mr. GWIN. I read the official report of what the 8enator
from Mwouri said the other day, and I did it in order that I
might comment upon it properly. It is atated there that the
effect of the bill proposed will be to despoil the people of Cali¬
fornia of a portion of their property. I felt it to be my duty
to say to Senators that this bill was agreed upon in it. prin¬
ciple. by myself and my colleagues of the House of Repre¬
sentatives. Now, if the 8enator from Missouri is correct in
the assertion that the effect of the bill will be to despoil a por-

i° P®°P'e California of some of their property,
which will enure to the benefit of the United States, I lake
occasion to My that this was a pretty serious allegation against
the measure, whether it be called a charge or by any other

.

consider it a serious charge to My that the effect
will be to despoil the people of California of a portion of their
property. I must be permitted to say that I think that Sena¬
tor is mistaken, and that the public sehtiment of the people of

w°?,a 'U"Uin the ®euur« which is pfoposed.
With respect to the making a false allegation, I have only

to My that I make no issue with that Senator or any other.
I am here to repreMnt the people of California, and I shall
do it without fear or favor, and I shall not infringe on the
rights of others. I confess that, being a new member, I do
not understand the rules as well as others, perhaps ; but I
know my intentions, I know them to be correct, and I intend
to pursue them, knowing that I desire nothing but what the

desire"* C0Mtituenta re<luire> and what I think they

i
regan* to *hia 'eUer Col. Fremont, it was written

before he and myself were elected to the Senate, and it was
extensively circulated, and had reference to a question in
which he was personally interested ? but I do not look at that,
I look at the principle ; and so far as Col. Fremont was con¬
cerned, it was the Mine as that of othera in California. I
suppose he spoke in favor of a principle which he was ready
to sustain. I do not charge in the slightest degree any im¬
putation upon his claim. I know it wu purchased by his
agent, and that that gentleman is most desirous that Col
Fremont should possess it. I know that my colleague knew
nothing of the purchaM of this claim, and that so far as he
was concerned he had no agency in it, nor shall I cast any
chargo against him or his claim. I am not going to take
advantage of any prejudice in that country against large
t aim. ; I am going to see, so far as I can, that these large
claims are not prejudiced.
The measure I have brought forward is intended to protect

them, and give tbem a right to have their claims tested fairly
before a tribunal which has the confidence of the whole c>un
try. I take it the officers of this Government will not press
the people of California when there is a ground for an appeal
to the Supreme Court. If I thought there would be facilities
afforded by the bill to prejudice the claims of any sne un¬

justly, I would not give it my .upport. We know there are

charge, made in the papers which have been agitating the
people, and I want them claims investigated properly. It js
my intention that there shall be an appeal from a decision
which is belieced to be erroneous. I will not pursue fthe
discussion of this question further.
The motion to postpone the further consideration of the

bill until to-morrow was then agreed to.
And then, on motion, the 8enate adjourned.

Friday, January 3,1850.
Mr. DOWNS asked and obtained the unanimous consent

of the Senate to introduce a bill granting the right of way and
making a grant of land, to the States of Louisiana and Mis¬
sissippi, in aid of the construction of a railroad from Madison-
7~®», ,n th« of Louisiana, to Jackson, in the State of
Mississippi; which was read a first and second time by its
title, and referred to the Committee on Public Lands.
The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the following

resolution, which wu submitted by Mr. Cooper on the 9ih
(ultimo :

Renotved, That the Secretary ot the Treasury be requested
forthwith to report to the Senate the quantity rh'cI value of tea,
coffee, salt, sugar, floor, grain, and provisions generally, wool!
coal, and iron, the produce of foreign countries, imported and
exported; the value of aU manufactures of cotton, wool, and
Hax, the prodoce of foreign countries , of pig copper, and of
French merchandise imported and exported; the quantity and
value ot aotton, tobacco, rice, flour, grain, provisions gene¬
rally, and naval stores, domestic produce, exported ; the value
of cotton manufactured, domestic produce, exnorted . the
quantity of shipping built and the number of immigrants'from
foreign countries during the last fiscal year.

Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, I hope that resolution will
be pained by for the present. I am informed that informa¬
tion has been received which will render it unnecessary to
pus that resolu-ion in it. present shape. I move to lay the
resolution upon the table.
The motion wu agreed to.

Tk i /°8T OFF,CE CONTRACTOR.
The bill for the rehef of Ira Day, of Vermont, came upon

the queition of it. pasMge.
Mr. DAWSON. I desire to hear the grounds upon which

hi. claim u founded. I ask that the bill and the report of
the committee may be read, as I wish to know whethETii i.
on the ground that th» Postmaster General has failed to fulfil
a contract upon which he has entered.
The bill and report were then read.

?AT°\ .e Principle which thi. bill seeks to
establish is this : that .f the Postmaster General thinks it for
tb« interest of the public to issm an order for the <fc.con-
tmuance of the conWact for carrying the mail on an, r^ute
deily, and the contractor .hould g0 on in riol.Uon of that

"<Zy °P«.. Ii.. bwJ,~
Alabama, and tibo same controversy has ariaen If we <1mart

the Poetmaator General, he can never know to what extent

rr°r,jbe *e contract., oil
pay claim, for service rendered without the authority of tbe
proper Department. For one, I feel unwilling to interpoM ,

"n? A" Department in carrying the law. relating
to the Department into effect.

Mr. UPHAM. I am sorry that this bill hu met with so
much oppo.it.on, as it seemi to be a plain Ca*. The Senator

from Georgia object* to the bill became, u he It willestablish a dangerous precedent. Many bilk are pavedherewithout much foundation in law « bat they an paaaed merely
on principle* of equity«I believe there wae a bill passed attbe last session of Congress giving Col. Gray aome five oraiz thousand dollars on principles of equity, and not b»cs'i-T
there was any law which applied to hie claim. Here was a
contract to carry the mail seven deys in the week | tbe con¬
tractor prepared to perform that work ; he famished himself
with horsee and coaches tod every thing necesewy to do it
every day in tbe week. The whole distance of the line from
Boston to Burlington is three hundred and twenty miles, and
this portion of tbe line which was discontinued, from Royalton
to Burlington, was seventy-six miles. The contract origi¬
nally made, was to carry the mail every day throughout tbe
whole distance, and it was carried every day from the time it
was made in 1833 up to 1834. It appears that the ember-
raased condition of tbe Post Office Department induced the
Postmaster General to order a discontinuance, not on the
whole line, but only from Royalton to Burlington, the last
seventy-six miles of the line, for one dsy in the week. This
order waa quite unexpected on the part of the contractor, and
it was inconvenient for the public, to all the men of business
on that route, and the contractor was urged by all of them to
continue to run his coach every day. I admit that the Poet
Office Department has the right to discontinue the running of
the mail one or two days if necessary ; but this route was not
discontinued because the public interest did not require that
it should be kept up. It appears that it was owing to the
condition of the Post Office Department, and waa only a
temporary arrangement; for, after the contract with this in¬
dividual expired, the Postmaster General ordered the mail to
be carried again every day in the week, and this same personalso afterwards contracted to run it every day in the week
from February to July ; and for that service also his pay is
withheld.
Now, is there a Senator on this floor who desires that this

person should carry this mail every day when his contract
expired for nothing, when he did it for the convenience of
tbe public, and on account of the embarrassed condition of
the Post Office Department > I admit he has no legal claim «
I admit that the Postmaster General is right, because be bad
given the order to discontinue the carrying of tbe mail one
day in the week; but the question is, is it not just, as be¬
tween thia Government and the contractor, that now, when
the Department is solvent and able to pay for the service, he
should be paid for his outlay f No interest is asked what¬
ever. The applicant is in reduced circumstances, and as
similar claims have been allowed, I think we should allow
this. One claim, as I said, of five thousand dsllsra was al¬
lowed at the Isst session, upon the verbal report of the chair¬
man of the committee. That was a contract to carry a
a certain distance with a two-horse coach, and take the pas¬
sengers which came on the other part of tbe route with four
horses, and he applied for liberty to put a four-horse coach
upon the route. The Postmaster General objected, and told
him he must run a two-horse coach according to the contract.
He, however, put on a four-horse coach, and Congress al¬
lowed him five thousand dollara for the service he rendered.
Now, I know that the Postmaster General ordered the dis¬
continuance of the service from Royalton to Burlington for
one day in the week. But it appears that it gave greatinconvenience to those interested in tbe mail matter, and that
they urged the contractor to run as he had done, and trust to
the justice of the Government. Will any just Government
refuse to pay for such service * I hope this will not be done
in this case. This person run the mail when the Depart¬ment was unable to furnish the funds to pay him, at the soli¬
citation of persons interested, and now he pnly asks for his
pay without interest. I cannot believe there is a Senator who
desires that this contractor should thus run the mail for the
United States for nothing.
Mr. RUSK. I wish to say, simply, that this claim cannot

be considered strictly a legal one, under tbe terms of the
contract, but it is most clearly an equitable one, and verystrongly so. The reservation as to changing tbe time of
carrying the mail on any routes is very common in all con¬
tracts, and it ought to be so construed for the purpose of car¬
rying out the objects attempted in supplying a mail if it is
needed, and only when it is needed. The circumstances
which induced the entering into this arrangement, in the
contract for carrying the mail between these two points, were
not the same as those which existed at the time of its dis¬
continuance. If the reservation had been carried out fairly,the service would have been discontinued for one day in the
week through the entire route. But this route was in the
centre, and it operates on both ends of the route. The indi¬
vidual who contracted to carry the mail on this portion of the
route, had stock enough to carry the mail according to the
contract; but here was a part of the route discontinued while
on the ends of the line the mail was run every day. This
was a source of inconvenience to every one upon the route.
Yet I do not justify tbe contractor in going contraiy to an
order of the Department, because citizens in any part of the
country might advise or desire it. This, however, was a pe¬culiar case, because the mail would be stopped in the centre
of tbe line for one day. Under these circumstances, it seems
to me it is a very strong equitable appeal to the Congress of
the United State*. There have been instances, perhaps
more than a half a dozen cases, precisely parallel, in which
service has been rendered, and compensation made for It.

Mr. DAWSON. I do uot like to interfere with questionsof this kind, but I wish to ask the chairman of tbe Commit¬
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, to state whether the
Post Office Department has ever made ary recommendation
to either branch of Congress in relation to this particular ap¬
plication.whether they have stated that the public service
demanded that the mail should be carried every day, and
whether it was from the embarrasaed condition of tbe Post
Office Department that the Postmaster General had directed
this service to be suspended one day in tbe week ?

Mr. RU8K. The only report from that Department is,that the service was stopped.
Mr. DAWSON. And there were no other facts, were

there 1
Mr. RUSK. There were not. I presume the presentPostmaster General felt a delicacy in making a statement in

regard to it, as the suspension occurred under a previous ad¬
ministration.
Mr. DAWSON. Then, if the proper officers would feel

1 great delicacy in recommending this to our notice, I think
we ought to hesitate before we allow the claim. It is the
principle for which I contend. It is said that this service was
luspended at a time when the Post Office Department was in
in embarrassed condition, and that it was all done in confor¬
mity to the contract. The question, then, is, can an indi¬
vidual claim compensation for an injury received when the
Grovernment, on its part, conforms to tbe contract ? Supposethe Postmaster General had discontinued any other mail ser¬
vice throughout the United States, and other individuals as
well as these, who desired to have the mail carried every dayin the week for their own convenience, should take it uponthemselves to procure the carrying of the mail every day in
the week, in violation ofan order of the Department, and sub¬
sequently should come and aak Congress to compensate the
contractor for his services ? How could we manage this
Kreat machinery, and what confidence could the Postmaster
Seneral have in any estimate which he may make and laybefore Congress, and how can he ask for suitable appropria¬tions for carrying the mails, if this principle is to prevail } It jis the principle for which I contend, and not for the amount of
money involved. The Postmaster General had a right to
suspend this service, and he did it in conformity with the
powers conferred upon him, and I cannot see how this party
can have any claim upon us. Although it is said there are
precedents for allowing this claim, I think they must have pastwithout the consideration of Congress, as this measure did
yesterday ; for it did not even come to my knowledge yester¬day. If this question had been presented to me, in relation
to this very point, I should have given it as ray opinion that
no contractor has a right to violate an order of the Postmaster
fJeneral, and then come in and claim compensation for his
lervice, upon principles of equity. We are not here for the
purpose of revising the acts of another branch of Go»»rnm«n«.
We can never carry on the service of the Government with
sconomy, with this kind of clashing between the different
departments. I should have preferred to have the Committee
on the Post Office and Post Roads call on tbe Department
to state whether, in their opinion, it Is proper that this claim
should be allowed, and to see whether this act diffsrs from
any other ever presented. It is said this was an intermediate
route, one upon which the other coaches upon the other parts .

of the route were running daily, and that in consequence of |tbe solicitations of business men upon the route, the contrac¬
tor determined to run this seventy-six miles every day in the
week also. If that be so, and if there were four horse
coaches employed, then it was for tbe convenience of pas¬
sengers that tbe coaches run. 7s the Government to pay for
the service of any individuals thus rendered ffor the conve .

nience of passengers » The law of 1844 is strictly against
that. We made a law that we should pay for carrying the
mails, and according to the contract no other service shall be
paid fur. When it is for the convenience, for the accommo¬
dation of passengers to run four horse coaches, the contractor
msy run them, but the Government will have uothing to do
with it. We psy for carrying the mail, and when we have
paid for this service according to law, we have done our doty.
If this principle has heretofore been violated, I think it is
time we should put an end to its further violation, and to sus¬

tain the Post Often Department until it has been clearly
shown that there has been a violation of duty on the part of
that Department. In this instance it Is clearly shown that the
Post master General performed his duty faithfully to the Gov¬
ernment.

Mr. GWIN. I move to postpone this subject in order to
take up the California land bill.

Mr. UPHAM. I wish to state that there is a slight mis¬
take in tbe statement made by the Chairman of the Commit¬
tee, (Mr. Ruse.) I stated that the distance from .Boston to
Burlington wa« two hundred and thirty milea, and that the
distance from Royalton to Burlington waa aeventy-six miles,
and that this was at the end of the route where the order to
discontinue the service was made. I sta'ed also that the very
resson why this mail was run was on account of the urgent
solicitation from citiaens upon this part of the route. I say
again that the question is, did the public convenience require

that tin maiJ .bauld be rua tier/ day in the week > U it did.
and if the Department wu unable to pay the contractor at
the time, and the order to discontinue the route wae mJ* on
that account, ia it not juat that the contractor ahonld now be
paid > The Poatmaater Genera] says himself " if the mail ie
run every day in the weak you must look to Congreae for
your competition." Thia expenae waa incurred for carry-
ing the mail, and not for carrying paaaengera, and all that ia
aaked now ia that payment be made for the expenae incurred,
without interest, aince 1834. The order to diecontinue waa
in 1834 j yet aa the Department knew the contractor wae
.till running aa ueual according to hia contract, all (hat wae
¦aid to him waa, you muat rely on Congreaa for payment. I
do not say thia ia a legal claim, but that it ia a juat one, that
the service haa been rendered when the Department waa em-

no reason why it should not be paid.The PRESIDENT. The propoaition liefore the Senate ia
to postpone the further conaideration of thia bill till to-morrow.

jue"u?" k®'0* uk®n< and a division being called, there
were : Ayea 19, noes 19.

»o the motion to poatpone waa not agreed to.

it was^ewlto th80 Uk8n 00^ 0i the bil1' and

fortification of ship island.
The bill for the fortification of Ship Island, off the coaat of

Miaaissippi, waa read a third lime and paaaed.
LAND TITLES IN CALIFORNIA.

On motion of Mr. GWIN, the Senate resumed the con¬aideration of the bill to aacertain and aettle the private land
claima in the State of California.

,i AtiV.l d^?Ui °f con,ide"\bl® ^ngth the further conaidera-
Monda

W" P0,'P°Detl» the Senate adjourned to

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
The Journal of Tueaday having been read-
Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky, by unanimous consent, in

pursuance of previoua notice, introduced a bill grantinir a
portion of the public landa to the State of Kentucky, to en¬
able her to aid in the construction of the Mayaville and Lex¬
ington, Covington and Lexington, Louiaville and Nashville
and Mayaville and Big 8andy Railroada; which waa read
twice and referred to the Committee on the Public Landa.

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkanaas, by uninimoua consent,
offered the following resolution :

Rctotved, That the Committee on Indisn Affairs be request¬
ed forthwith to furnish to the Houae ot BepresentativeVa re¬
port relative to the troubles with theWinnebago Indians, inthe
Territory of Minnesota, in the months of June and July la'st .

and to accompany auch report with eopiea of sueh papers as
may be on file in his office relating to said Winnebago trou¬
bles, and the expemes incurred in quelling the same.
The reaolution waa agreed to.

PRIVATE calendar.
The Houae went into Committee of the Whole on the

state of the Union, (Mr. Bowiib, of Missouri, in the chair,)
and proceeded to consider the bills on the private calendar.

Bills of the following titles were laid ayide to be re¬

ported to the Houae, with the recommendation that they do
pass:
A bill for the relief of Sarah Duncan, widow of Silaa

Duncan, late master commandant in the United States navy.
A biU for the relief of Monmouth B. Hart, Joel Kelly, and

William Close, sccuritiea for the late Benjamin F. Hart, a
puraer in the United States navy.
A bill for the relief of Thomaa Ryder, a British subject.
A bill for the relief of Eleanor Davidson.
A bill granting a pension to Sarah A. Bush.
A bill for the relief of Joseph Johnson.
A bill for the relief of Polly Carver, executrix of Nathan

Carver.
A bill for the relief of John Poe, of Louisville, Kentuckr.
A bill for the relief of Capt. William Dueraon, of Indiaaa.
A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of Bernard

Todd, deceased.
A bill for the relief of Edmund Dexter, of Cincinnati
A bill for the relief of Adolphua Meier& Co. of St. Louis.
A bill for the relief of John Deamit.
A bill for the relief of Andrew Smith.
A bill to provide for the payment of certain moneys to the

legal representatives of Conrad Ten Eyck, late marshal of
the District of Michigan, deceased.
A bill to provide compensation to Wm. Woodbridge and

Henry Chipman, for services in adjuating titles to lands in
Michigan, and for other purposes.
A bill to compensate and reimburse the owners and crew

of the whaling ahi p Chandler Price the loases and expenses
incurred in ransoming the crew of the ship Columbia.
On motion of Mr. WALDO, the amount in the bill grant¬

ing a pension to Mary Pike, widow of Ezra Pike, deceased,
was increased from $44 12 to $64 76.
On motion of Mr. DUNHAM, the bill for the relief of

John Roseberry, was amended by making his pension com¬
mence on January 1st, 1850, instead of in 1844.
On motion of Mr. AVERETT, the bill for the relief of

Thomas R. Saunders was amended, so as to make the pen¬
sion commence in January, 1850, inatead of in 1848.
On motion of Mr. DUNHAM, the bill to increase the pen¬

sion ot Henry Olirk, of Cocke county, Tennessee, waa
amended so as to make said increaae commence in 1850. in¬
stead of 1848.
On motion of Mr. MORRIS, the bill for the relief of War¬

ren Raymond, waa amended ao as to make the pension com¬
mence in 1850, instead of 1846.

a 9,1 Ttion of Mr- MORRI8, the bill for the relief of George
S. Clamin, waa amended by making the pension begin in
1850, inatead of 1849.
On motion of Mr. DUNHAM, the bill for the relief Wil¬

liam Spaiks was amended by making hia penaion commence
in 1850, instead of in 1847.
The following bills were objected to, and lie over under the

rule :

The joint resolution requiring the Secretary of the Navy to
enter into contractJor a supply of water-rotted hemp, for tk>
use of the navy, with George W. Billings, was objected U by
Mr. Mobxhead.
The bill for the relief of Henry La Beintree, was objected

to by Mr. Thomas.
The bill for the relief of the heirs of Lieut. Col. Henry

Miller was objected to by Mr. Mobbis.
The bill for the relief of Anthony Walton Bayard was ob¬

jected to by Mr. Cobosb.
The bill for the relief of Thomaa Coata was objected to by

Mr. Dubham.
The bill for the relief of Parmeln Slavin, late wife of John

Blue, deceased, was objected to >y Mr. Dubbam.
The bill for the relief of George Keller was objected to lr

Mr. Dcbham.
The bill for the relief of George G. Bishop, and the lo#l

representatives of John Araqld, deceased, was objected t hy
Mr. Pctbam.

i The bill for the relief ef Messrs. Watson, Chabot Co.
was, on motion Mr. THOMAL, laid aside to be eported
to the House with the recommendation that it be l»d on the

table.
The bill for the relief of the heira of George T- Reed, de¬

ceased, was objected to by Mr. Dubbam.
The bill for the relief of the legal representatves of Benja¬

min Fry, deceaaed, waa objected to by Mr. Cj*(?eb.
The bill for the relief Mrs. Susan C. Randall was objected

to by Mr. McMulleb.
The bill for the reliefof the heirs of Nicholas Lachance and

others, was objected to by Mr. Dubham.
The bill for the payment of a debt due to the heirs of An-

toine Peltier, was objected to by Mr. Dcbham.
The bill for the relief of the heirs of Thomas Wi*hart was

objected to by Mr. Millsob.
The committee having riaen and reported their action to

the House.
In accordance with the recommendation of the committee,

the bill for the relief of Messrs. Watson, Chabot «St Co. waa

laid on the table.
The bills which the committee reported to the House, with

the recommendation that they pass, were read the third time
and paaaed, with the exception of a bill for the relief of An¬
drew Smith, which.

Mr. BOWLIN, aignifying a desire to discuss, lies over
imder the rule.
The amendmenta made to certain billa by the committee

were then concurred in by the House, and the bills were read
the third time and passed.

Mr. McGAUGHEY, by unanimous consent, aubmitted a

minority report from the Committee of Electiona in the New
Hampshire conteated election case, in favor of Jabed Pbb-
kibs, contestant of the seat of Mr. Mobbisob, which was

referred to the Committee of the Whole on the state of the
Union and ordered to be printed.

Mr. GILBERT, by unanimous consent, in pursuance of
previous notice, introduced the following joint resolution :

A Joint Resolution to make so much of " An act making ap¬
propriations for the support of the army for the year ending
the 30th of June, 1851," approved September $8, 1850, as

provides " for extra pay to the commissioned officers and '.

enlisted men of the army of the United States serving in V-
Oregon and California," retroactive In its effect.
Retohed by the Striate and Home oj Repreientativei »f

the United State« of America in Congrest attembled, That so

much of the act above named as provides M tor extra pay to
the commissioned officers and enlisted men ot the army of the
United States serving in Oregon and California," ia hereby
made retroactive in ita effect; so that the said allowance of
extra pav shall commence and date from and after the first
day of May, one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight;
and all commissioned officers and enlisted men of the
army of the United States who shall have served in California
or Oregon at any time subsequent to the aforesaid first day of

May, one thouwind eight hundred and forty-eight, are hereby
declared entitled to receive said extra pay < and the Secretary
of War ia hereby directed to cause such commissioned officers
and enlisted men who may have served aa aforesaid, to be paid
out of any moneys remaining in the Treasury which are appro¬
priated for the extra pay of offioers and soldiers serving in Cali- ,
fornia and Oregon by the aot above named.
The joint resoletion was read twice and referred to the '

Committee on Military Affai-a.
And the Senate adjourned.


